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UD'S VIDEO SAFETY NETWORK STANDS SILENT GUARD OVER
CAMPUS ENVIRONMENT, EXTENDS PUBLIC SAFETY REACH
DAYTON, Ohio- Like silent sentries, they stand a post. Always watchful, always
ready, representing aid just a moment away and a reliable witness to events.
It's not the castle guardsmen in England. It's the newly expanded video safety network
at the University of Dayton.
Nearly 100 computer-connected cameras in academic buildings and public spaces in
residence halls feed live digital images to the central viewing station in the public safety
dispatcher's office on campus. Software allows up to 16 views per computer screen to be seen
simultaneously while the images are recorded on a computer's hard drive.
"The network is an extension of the number of officers we're able to put out on campus
at any one time," said Robert E. Coyle, associate director of public safety and a 36-year veteran
at UD. "Although we've had cameras in selected places on campus for maybe 15 years, this
network is very much a boost in our proactive security measures."
Since the expansion, the network has aided public safety officers in solving crimes that
include assaults, criminal damaging, criminal mischief, thefts and burglaries. "And we feel the
system has contributed to a decrease of criminal activity in some areas," said Lt. Randall P.
Groesbeck. "An example would be the data projection systems in academic spaces. We used to
investigate at least one theft a month. Now there hasn't been a stolen projector case in at least
six months."
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The video safety network takes advantage of the $4.5 million fiber-optic infrastructure
investment the University has made over the past three years and is one example of the
technology initiatives that mark UD as a national leader in higher education.
UD first began working with Dayton-based RTI/SecureX three years ago with a single
covert camera in Miriam Hall.
"We were experiencing theft of items from some of our offices and used our first digital
surveillance system to catch the thief in a way not possible before," said Det. Harry Sweigart.
"At 3 a.m. my pager was dialed by the computerized surveillance system to let me know an
office was just entered illegally. The thief was captured on a covert camera attached to the
digital recording system. The next morning, we recalled the video in seconds, printed the video
evidence on a desktop printer and proceeded with our arrest."
As the technology has evolved, so have the services. RTI/SecureXequipment and
software can be programmed for motion detection, to sound a silent alarm in the public safety
office and to sound an audible alarm at the scene. Some cameras can pan and tilt on command.
The variations give enormous flexibility to the network, Coyle said.
"We can set custom templates that allow us to react to conditions," he said. "For
instance, if we're having a rash of bicycle thefts, we can monitor every bike storage room in the
residence halls on one computer screen. Or if the library is troublesome, we can monitor areas
where people have been doing things they shouldn't as well as the exit areas. If dispatchers get
a call, they can immediately call up the template, see what's happening and direct the officers to
the appropriate exits, for example."
Laundry rooms, weight rooms and hallways can be monitored. Computer labs, entrance
lobbies, recreation areas and building exits include some other camera locations on the network.
Installing cameras in parking lots is being investigated. None of the cameras on campus capture
audio.
Because cameras feed images to the central station where they are stored on a computer
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hard drive, visual evidence of a crime cannot be destroyed at the crime site, even if the camera
is destroyed by a watchful criminal. The system will hold up to 40 days worth of surveillance,
long after virtually all crimes are reported, giving officers invaluable investigative evidence.
The digital nature of the technology allows investigators to quickly locate relevant
images.
John McCallum is vice president of sales for RTI/SecureX. "UD has quietly taken a
leading position in the campus use of digital surveillance," he said. "Several other Ohio
universities have contacted UD concerning their efforts, among them Kent State and
Youngstown State."
McCallum said Penn State University is also installing RTI/SecureX digital surveillance
that may ultimately link more than 40 campuses in the Pennsylvania university system to the
PSU public safety office in State College, Pa.
"Campus environments are difficult to police," McCallum noted. "They offer almost
unrestricted access to facilities, assets and students, and public safety departments are
challenged with an extremely diverse set of requirements. They're not out writing parking
tickets all day."
The University has continued to improve conditions for the safety and security of
students. An escort service with three cars is available seven days a week for students who want
rides between campus locations, and improvements in outdoor lighting on campus have
virtually eliminated dark spots where opportunistic crimes can be concealed. "This campus
hardly has a space you could call night," Coyle said of the lighting improvements.
RTI/SecureX is an Ohio corporation specializing in the original design and manufacture
of digital video surveillance systems with sales estimated to be $10 million for 2001.
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